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Giving your consent to treatment
During your care at The Christie it may be necessary for you to sign a consent form that confirms that you agree to accept the investigation, examination or treatment that you are being offered.
It is important that you fully understand the possible risks and intended benefits of the proposed procedure or treatment before you give your consent. The basis of the consent agreement is that you have had information about the proposed treatment and that you have been given an opportunity to discuss any concerns.
You should expect to get lots of information about your illness and suggested treatment from the hospital. You may also gain information from other sources such as your GP, reputable charity or NHS internet sites and friends and family who have gone through cancer treatments.
Before starting your treatment, you will meet with a doctor, nurse or therapist. This health professional must explain what is involved as well as the benefits, risks and alternative choices, including the choice of not having treatment or delaying treatment. This is an opportunity for you to ask them all the questions you need to so that you feel you fully understand about your treatment and what will happen.  Please make sure you ask the health professional to clarify anything you do not fully understand or if you want any further information. If the person taking consent cannot answer all your questions, ask them to arrange for you to speak to someone who can address your concerns.
You are entitled to request a second opinion from another doctor who specialises in treating this cancer. You can ask your own consultant to refer you or your GP. Your consent may be withdrawn at any time before or during treatment. Should you decide to withdraw your consent then a member of your treating team will discuss the possible consequences with you.
What do I need to do?

Before your appointment, make sure you have looked at any information you have been given already.

Have a list of questions ready, and spend time thinking about the questions you want to ask before you go to the appointment, 

The health professional is there to help you, so don’t be afraid to ask questions however trivial they seem to you. It is important that you help the doctors and nurses understand what your priorities and concerns are. 

Take a relative or friend with you to your appointment, someone who can make notes. 

The consent form

If you decide you want to go ahead with the suggested treatment, we will ask you to sign a consent form. It is not a one off signature on a form. You can change your mind, depending on how you feel, as your treatment progresses.

Remember

Do not sign the consent form unless you understand the treatment you are agreeing to.
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